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Francis	  de	  Sales	  

Francis	  of	  Sales	  (1567–1622),	  bishop	  of	  Geneva.	  Born	  in	  
Savoy	  at	  the	  Château	  de	  Sales,	  he	  was	  delicate	  as	  a	  boy.	  He	  
was	  educated	  privately,	  at	  first,	  and	  then	  at	  the	  University	  
of	  Paris	  where	  he	  studied	  rhetoric,	  philosophy,	  and	  
theology.	  In	  1591	  he	  became	  a	  Doctor	  of	  Law	  at	  Padua;	  
although	  opportunities	  were	  available	  both	  for	  a	  brilliant	  
marriage	  and	  a	  worldly	  career	  through	  becoming	  a	  senator	  
of	  Savoy,	  he	  refused	  both,	  because	  he	  wished	  to	  become	  a	  
priest	  more	  than	  anything	  else.	  Through	  the	  influence	  of	  a	  
cousin	  he	  was	  offered	  the	  provostship	  of	  Geneva,	  to	  which	  
he	  was	  eventually	  nominated	  by	  the	  pope:	  this,	  it	  was	  
hoped,	  would	  reconcile	  his	  father	  to	  the	  prospect	  of	  his	  son	  

devoting	  his	  life	  to	  the	  service	  of	  the	  Church.	  On	  obtaining	  his	  father's	  consent,	  Francis	  
was	  ordained	  priest	  in	  1593;	  soon	  he	  was	  distinguished	  for	  service	  to	  the	  poor	  and	  skill	  
as	  a	  preacher.	  The	  next	  year	  he	  undertook	  the	  daunting	  task	  of	  converting	  the	  Chablais	  
country	  from	  Calvinism.	  In	  spite	  of	  danger	  to	  his	  life	  from	  both	  assassins	  and	  wolves,	  he	  
survived;	  he	  eventually	  succeeded	  simply	  by	  preaching	  Catholic	  doctrine	  with	  great	  love	  
and	  understanding,	  with	  persistent	  patience	  and	  gentleness.	  These	  were	  to	  be	  his	  main	  
characteristics	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  his	  life.	  

After	  undergoing	  a	  severe	  examination	  in	  theology	  at	  Rome	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  the	  pope,	  
Cardinal	  Baronius,	  Bellarmine,	  and	  others,	  he	  was	  nominated	  coadjutor-‐bishop	  in	  1599,	  
and	  became	  bishop	  of	  Geneva	  in	  1602.	  He	  excelled	  in	  administrative	  work,	  in	  preaching,	  
spiritual	  direction,	  and	  catechizing.	  	  

His	  most	  famous	  writings,	  the	  Treatise	  of	  the	  Love	  of	  God	  and	  the	  Introduction	  to	  the	  
Devout	  Life,	  belong	  to	  these	  years.	  The	  latter	  was	  written	  for	  layfolk	  and	  was	  instantly	  
acclaimed	  as	  fulfilling	  a	  long-‐felt	  need	  and	  was	  soon	  translated	  into	  several	  languages.	  
One	  of	  his	  better-‐known	  friends	  was	  Jane	  Frances	  de	  Chantal,	  whom	  he	  first	  knew	  as	  a	  
widow	  and	  who	  founded	  the	  Order	  of	  the	  Visitation	  in	  1610	  under	  his	  direction.	  
Extremely	  influential	  as	  a	  director	  and	  writer,	  he	  excelled	  in	  gently	  leading	  ardent	  souls	  
to	  the	  extremes	  of	  self-‐sacrifice	  and	  the	  love	  of	  God:	  one	  of	  his	  favorite	  sayings	  was	  that	  
more	  flies	  are	  attracted	  by	  a	  spoonful	  of	  honey	  than	  by	  a	  whole	  barrel	  of	  vinegar.	  
Nevertheless,	  the	  pleasant	  style	  of	  his	  direction	  should	  not	  blind	  the	  reader	  to	  the	  stern	  
ideals	  which	  he	  propagated.	  He	  died	  at	  Lyons	  in	  a	  Byzantine	  convent	  on	  28	  December.	  
His	  body	  was	  transferred	  to	  Annecy	  in	  January	  1623	  and	  again	  to	  a	  new	  shrine	  in	  1912.	  
He	  was	  canonized	  in	  1665,	  declared	  a	  Doctor	  of	  the	  Church	  in	  
1877,	  and	  named	  patron	  saint	  of	  writers	  in	  1923.	  He	  was	  
especially	  influential	  in	  the	  revival	  of	  French	  Catholicism	  in	  
the	  17th	  century,	  but	  his	  works	  have	  appealed	  to	  Christians	  
of	  many	  generations	  and	  many	  countries.	  Feast:	  24	  (formerly	  
29)	  January.	  	  

He	  is	  patron	  saint	  of	  journalists	  because	  of	  the	  tracts	  and	  
books	  he	  wrote.	  

Feast	  Day:	  January	  24,	  the	  day	  of	  his	  burial	  

http://www.answers.com/topic/francis-‐of-‐sales
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Bede	  (pronounced	  /bēd/);	  Saint	  Bede	  is	  the	  
patron	  saint	  of	  lectors,	  and	  he	  was	  born	  in	  
England	  around	  the	  year	  672	  in	  a	  small	  
village	  called	  Warmouth.	  Saint	  Bede's	  
parents	  sent	  him	  to	  be	  raised	  in	  a	  
monastery	  when	  he	  was	  very	  young	  
because	  they	  thought	  he	  would	  learn	  to	  
lead	  a	  better	  life	  if	  he	  did	  so.	  Naturally	  Saint	  
Bede	  was	  destined	  to	  become	  a	  monk	  one	  
day.	  

When	  Bede	  was	  a	  teenager	  he	  met	  one	  of	  
the	  biggest	  influences	  in	  his	  life.	  This	  was	  
Adomnan,	  a	  monk	  who	  was	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  

local	  monastery.	  Adomnan	  saw	  great	  potential	  in	  Bede	  so	  he	  took	  him	  under	  his	  
guidance	  and	  taught	  him	  much	  about	  the	  church.	  Saint	  Bede	  would	  learn	  so	  much	  from	  
Adomnan	  that	  he	  would	  be	  made	  a	  deacon	  at	  an	  unusually	  young	  age.	  	  

Bede	  began	  teaching	  classes	  at	  a	  local	  school,	  and	  published	  many	  works	  for	  use	  in	  the	  
classes.	  Bede	  would	  eventually	  write	  over	  sixty	  five	  books	  in	  his	  lifetime.	  Besides	  being	  a	  
gifted	  author,	  Bede	  also	  sang	  and	  wrote	  poetry	  quite	  well.	  

Saint	  Bede	  became	  a	  well	  respected	  advisor	  to	  many	  high	  ranking	  men	  in	  the	  church,	  
toward	  the	  latter	  portion	  of	  his	  life.	  Bede	  advised	  the	  Bishop	  of	  York,	  frequently.	  Saint	  
Bede	  passed	  away	  due	  to	  illness	  on	  May	  25,	  735.	  In	  1899,	  Bede	  was	  made	  a	  Doctor	  of	  
the	  Church	  by	  Leo	  XIII,	  a	  position	  of	  theological	  significance;	  he	  is	  the	  only	  native	  of	  
Great	  Britain	  to	  achieve	  this	  designation	  

Feast	  Day:	  25	  May,	  the	  day	  of	  his	  death	  
http://hubpages.com/hub/Saint-‐Bede-‐the-‐Venerable	  
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Parish Contacts 
St. Francis de Sales Parish 
135 S. Buesching Rd. 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047 
847-438-6622 
www.stfrancislz.org  
 
Pastor: 
Fr. David F. Ryan 
 

Deacons: 
Robert Arvidson and George Flaherty 
 
 
Lector Ministry Co-Coordinators: 

Jacqueline Kuhn 
jkuhn@kuhconsultinggroup.com 
847-842-9273 
 

Cindy Blank 
hex40@comcast.net  
847-847-540-0226 
847-924-7876 cell 

January, February, March April, May, June 
AND     AND 
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Encourage You to Prepare – 
Empower You to Proclaim 

 

Overview of the Lector Ministry 
 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians: 
 

Now, brothers, if I should come to you speaking in 
tongues, what good will I do you if I do not speak 
to you by way of revelation, or knowledge, or 
prophecy, or instruction? Likewise, if inanimate 
things that produce sound, such as flute or harp, 
do not give out the tones distinctly, how will what 
is being played on flute or harp be recognized? 
And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will 
get ready for battle? Similarly, if you, because of 
speaking in tongues, do not utter intelligible 
speech, how will anyone know what is being said? 
For you will be talking to the air. It happens that 
there are many different languages in the world, 
and none is meaningless; but if I do not know the 
meaning of a language, I shall be a foreigner to 
one who speaks it, and one who speaks it a 
foreigner to me. So with yourselves: since you 
strive eagerly for spirits, seek to have an 
abundance of them for building up the church. 
Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray 
to be able to interpret. (For) if I pray in a tongue, 
my spirit is at prayer but my mind is unproductive. 
So what is to be done? I will pray with the spirit, 
but I will also pray with the mind. I will sing praise 
with the spirit, but I will also sing praise with the 
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mind. Otherwise, if you pronounce a blessing 
(with) the spirit, how shall one who holds the place 
of the uninstructed say the "Amen" to your 
thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are 
saying? For you may be giving thanks very well, 
but the other is not built up. I give thanks to God 
that I speak in tongues more than any of you, but 
in the church I would rather speak five words with 
my mind, so as to instruct others also, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue. 

 1 Corinthians: 14:6-19 
 
The traditional means of passing on the Word of God has 
been via word-of-mouth. Until the invention of the 
printing press in the 15th century, Biblical texts were 
handwritten and kept locked in the church, reserved for 
the eyes of the learned priests to read and study. Ever 
after the Renaissance, the Catholic Church kept the 
official text of the Bible in Latin. It wasn’t until the 
reformations of the Vatican II council in the early 1960’s 
that the readings during Mass were allowed in native 
languages. Passing on the stories of religion and heritage 
by telling them aloud is the tradition not only of the early 
Christian church, but of almost all cultures since the 
existence of humanity. 
 
Vatican II also allowed laypersons (non-clergy) to 
partake in the Mass in duties previously reserved for the 
priests. One such duty was that of proclaiming the Old 
and New Testament readings during Mass. 
It is the lector’s role to respectfully and knowledgeably 
proclaim God’s Word. This is much more encompassing 
than merely reading or reciting text. It calls for an 
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understanding and appreciation for the Word. It is the 
lector’s charge to impart the meaning of the story being 
conveyed – not an easy undertaking. 
 
As the preceding verses of Paul’s letter to the church of 
Corinth explain, it is not beneficial to the Church to just 
rely on the Spirit to move us during Mass in speaking the 
words with no understanding. We must use our minds 
and resources to prepare and understand the reading, so 
that it makes sense to the congregation and is beneficial 
to them. I think we have all sat through a Mass, listened 
to readings and afterwards thought, “What did they say?” 
The problem was not enunciation or volume, but lack of 
meaning. Orson Welles was known to read beautiful, 
passionate pages of the telephone directory. His style was 
engaging, but there was no message. The message of the 
Word is far more important than the style in which it is 
delivered. 
 
The three readings chosen for a particular Mass are not 
chosen at random. The Gospel reading contains the 
primary message for the day and the other two readings 
are chosen based on their corroborating messages. The 
books of the Bible are generally either stories or poems, 
so their messages are usually easy to determine, 
especially when read in conjunction with the other 
readings for that day. 
 
Getting to the heart of the message of a reading is 
perhaps best accomplished through preparation, prayer 
and the realization that the lector is merely an instrument 
of the Spirit within the Mass, a conduit of God, used to 
pass His message on to all participating in the Mass. 
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 

 
[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had 
grown up, and went according to his custom 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He 
stood up to read and was handed a scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the passage where it was written: 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty 
to captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord." 
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to 
the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of 
all in the synagogue looked intently at him. 
He said to them, "Today this scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing." And all 
spoke highly of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his mouth. 
 Luke 4: 16 – 22 

This passage is a record of Jesus’ first public ministry – 
His making Himself known to the public. As lectors, it is 
our charge to make The Word come alive. The lector’s 
role is the first movement within the assembly that says 
God is present. It is our responsibility to help others 
maintain awareness of His presence. During Mass, Jesus’ 
presence reaches its height in the Eucharist. 
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Preparation for a Sunday Reading 
There are many ways to prepare for a reading. Listed 
below is one way that takes 10-15 minutes each day of 
the week in which a reading is assigned. This method is 
simply a suggestion and may be modified or dismissed in 
lieu of a system that better suits you. 
Monday – Read and pray over all three readings. Start 
with the Gospel and work backwards. 
Tuesday – Read the Gospel. Use a Bible and “read up 
and down”. Read the complete chapter or passage from 
which the Gospel was taken. Use the commentary that is 
in your Lector Workbook and any commentary that may 
be in your Bible to better understand the Gospel reading. 
Wednesday – Do the same today with the second 
reading as you did yesterday with the Gospel. Make 
special notes of parallels between the readings. 
Thursday – Repeat the process with the first reading. 
Again, note parallels among the reading. 
Friday – Focus on your assigned reading. At this time, 
refer to the margin notes and pronunciation guide to help 
you prepare your presentation of the reading. Read aloud, 
to get a good feel for the cadence of the passage. 
Saturday – Meditate on all three readings and again read 
your reading out loud. By this time, your practice will be 
mostly to build confidence and practice the proper 
pronunciation and emphasis. Do not hesitate to try 
different deliveries in order to find the presentation that 
you feel works best for your interpretation of your 
reading based on your study and prayer. 
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Sunday (or Saturday before the evening Mass) – 
Review your reading(s) at least once before leaving for 
church. Arrive at church at least 15 minutes before Mass 
and review your reading(s) in the lectionary. The 
readings will look different than the materials with which 
you have been preparing, although the words are the 
same. If there are proper names of whose pronunciation 
you are not sure, ask the celebrant. It can be 
embarrassing for both of you if your pronunciations 
differ. 
 
You are not asked nor expected to memorize the reading 
that you are to proclaim. The medium is the Word of God 
as recorded in sacred scripture. It is important that the 
lectionary be involved in liturgical proclamation. This 
also allows for the content to remain the focus instead of 
the lector. The lector is to proclaim the Word of God as 
recorded in the Bible. 
 
The Lectionary Workbook 
The workbook follows the liturgical years, beginning 
with Advent and ending with Christ the King. For each 
liturgy, it lists the readings, which are generally Reading 
I (usually Old Testament), Reading II (usually New 
Testament) and the Gospel. Readings repeat in a three 
year cycle, divided as Years A, B and C. Year A Gospel 
readings are primarily those from Matthew, Year B are 
primarily from Mark and Year C from Luke. Gospel 
readings from John are interspersed throughout all three 
years. 
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Features of the Workbook 
•   The book begins with an introduction to the role of 

the lector and the importance this role has within 
the context of the Mass and thru evangelization. 

•   Printed beside the lectionary readings are 
commentaries designed to help you communicate 
the meaning of each scripture selection. 

•   The margin notes deal with the more immediate 
matters of inclusive language, pronunciation of 
proper names and the emotional or aesthetic 
aspects of the text. 

•   Each reading contains words in bold for emphasis. 
This allows for a suggested interpretation of the 
reading, but should not be considered the only way 
to read it. You should experiment with the 
suggested emphasis as well as your own 
interpretation and use whatever makes you most 
comfortable and you feel best communicates the 
reading. 

•   The design of the workbook is aimed at assisting 
you as you strive to communicate the readings in 
their intellectual, emotional and aesthetic entirety. 

•   The workbook is specific for this year, so the 
readings will be listed by date. For example, if you 
are scheduled to read on November 8th, the 
workbook will have the reading for November 8th. 
It is nearly foolproof. 

•   New workbooks are ordered and distributed each 
year; one workbook is given to each lector family. 
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Seasons 
Listed below are the different liturgical seasons of the 
year, Advent, Christmastime, Lent, Eastertime and 
Ordinary time. Ordinary time falls both between 
Christmas and Lent and between Easter and Advent. 
 
Advent (Liturgical color: Purple / Rose) 

•   1st Sunday of Advent 
•   2nd Sunday of Advent 
•   Immaculate Conception (White) 
•   3rd Sunday of Advent (Rose) 
•   4th Sunday of Advent 

 
Christmas time (White) 

•   Christmas Vigil (December 24) 
•   Christmas Midnight (December 25) 
•   Christmas Day 
•   The Holy Family (1st Sunday after Christmas) 
•   Mary, Mother of God (January 1st) 
•   Epiphany (2nd Sunday after Christmas) 
•   The Baptism of the Lord 

 
Ordinary Time (Green) 
 
Lent (Purple) 

•   Ash Wednesday 
•   Five Sundays of Lent (Purple) 
•   Passion (Palm) Sunday (Red) 
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Paschal Triduum (White/Red/White) 
•   Holy Thursday (White) 
•   Good Friday (Red) 
•   Tenebrae (Black) 
•   Holy Saturday (White) 
•   Easter Sunday (White) 
 

Easter time (White) 
•   2nd – 6th Sunday of Easter 
•   Ascension / 7th Sunday of Easter 

 
Pentecost (Red) 
 
Summer & Fall Ordinary Time (Green) 
 

 
 
Mass Schedule 
Typical Sunday Mass schedule 
Saturday 5:00 PM 2 lectors 
Sunday 6:30 AM 1 lector  
 8:00 AM 2 lectors 
 9:30 AM 2 lectors 
 11:00 AM 2 lectors 
 12:30 PM 1 lector 
 5:00 PM 1 lector – Teen or Youth Ministry 
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Holy Days of Obligation - such as Mary, Mother of God 
(January 1), Feast of the Assumption, All Saints Day and 
Immaculate Conception (vigils are always tentative): 

6:30 AM 1 lector 
8:30 AM 2 lectors, except during school year 

when handled by the school children  
Noon 2 lectors 
4:30 PM 2 lectors 
7:00 PM 2 lectors 

 
When appropriate, there will also be a Vigil Mass the 
evening proceeding the holy day, at 7 PM. Two lectors 
will be required for that Mass. 
 
Holidays – such as Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day 
and Thanksgiving: 

Typically 8:30 or 9:00 AM (time subject to change) 
1 lector 
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Scheduling 
Lector schedules are published four times a year, each 
covering a 3-month period and are accompanied by the 
Lector Link, our ministry newsletter. Our lector calendar 
runs from October 1 through September 30th. You will 
be scheduled to read about three times per quarter (3 
months).  We attempt to coordinate schedules with other 
ministries so as to reduce conflicts for families with 
members participating in various liturgical ministries. 
Prior to creating the schedule, we will ask for dates on 
which you will not be available. As soon as you receive 
your schedule, you will need to let the lector coordinator 
know that you received it. Please record on your calendar 
all of the dates for which you are scheduled. 
 
You will receive a reminder email during the week 
before you are scheduled. The email will contain any 
special instructions for that week. You should confirm 
receipt of the email by return email as soon as you 
receive it. 
 
Substitutions 
Once the schedule is distributed, you are responsible for 
the Masses to which you have been assigned. If you are 
unable to lector at a given Mass, you must find a 
substitute. To find a substitute: 

1. Call someone from the substitute list to fill in for 
you.  

2. Try switching with someone assigned to lector the 
week before or the week after you are scheduled. 
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3. Use the yahoo group (Adult Lectors only): send an 
email to: LectorStFrancisdeSalesLZ@yahoogroups.com 
all lectors will receive your request (the lector who 
will fill in for you will respond) 

4. If all else fails, contact Jacqueline or Cindy for 
assistance.   
 

When you switch or use a substitute, you must notify the 
lector coordinator who is responsible for email 
notification during the current schedule. If you have 
already received the email with specific instructions for 
that weekend, forward it to your sub. 
 
Dress Code 
You are proclaiming the Word of God so you should be 
dressed in a manner that evokes dignity and respect for 
your role in the Sacred Liturgy. It is not necessary to 
wear the color of the liturgical season or day, but try your 
best not to contradict the liturgical color. For example, 
purple is the color of Advent. Therefore, you should not 
wear red when you are proclaiming during that time.  
 
Some general guidelines for appropriate dress are: 

•   No shorts, blue jeans, gym shoes or flip-flops. 
•   Men should wear, at minimum, a collared shirt, 

nice slacks, and a tie (optional) or sports jacket. 
•   Women can wear nice pants, skirt or dress - 

nothing slinky, low cut or mini. 
•   Leave purses in the pew. 

Remember, attention to the dignity of serving as lector is 
not merely aesthetic; it honors the revelation of God. 
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Lector Procedures 
Arrival 
•   Arrive about 15 minutes before Mass 
•   Sign-in on sheet in vesting sacristy  
•   Verify that the other lector is present 
•   1st lector – make sure lectionary is on Ambo, open to 

correct reading 
•   If there is no deacon: 

o   1st lector make sure Gospel book is in sacristy 
for processional and reserve seat with lector 
reserve sign as necessary 

o   2nd lector make sure binder with intercessions is 
at Ambo and take time to review intercessions 
before Mass begins 

•   Seating: 
o    All lectors should sit in an aisle seat in sections 

3, 4 or 5, close to the front  
o   In sections 3 / 4 and 4 / 5, sit on side that has 

the common aisle 
o   Second lector is seated before Mass begins 
o   If there is a deacon, first lector is seated before 

Mass begins 
o   If there is no deacon, 1st lector stays in vesting 

sacristy until just before Mass begins, then lines 
up near font along with altar servers and cross-
bearer 

 
Processional – if there is a deacon 
•   When a deacon is present, the lector does not 

participate in the processional. 
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Processional – if there is no deacon 
•   The first lector gets the Gospel book from the vesting 

sacristy and waits in the back of the church until the 
presider is ready to begin. 

•   The Lector always follows the altar servers. 
•   Hold the Gospel book high and straight with gold 

cross on front of book facing lector 
•   Follow cross-bearer up the center stairs 
•   Place book on the altar, far enough back so the priest 

can kiss the altar without bumping into it 
•   Leave by going behind the Ambo and down the side 

stairs 
First Reading 
•   After the prayer, when everyone sits, first lector 

approaches Ambo, going up center stairs between 
Ambo and altar. 

•   Adjust microphone by grasping stem, not actual 
microphone 

•   Do not lean on Ambo – and try to avoid shifting from 
leg to leg 

•   Proclaim the Word: 
o   Speak loudly, clearly and slowly enough that 

words do not run together 
o   Use your index finger to keep track of where 

you are in the reading 
o   Look up from the book periodically and make 

eye contact with the congregation. Be careful 
not to turn your head too far to the sides as you 
will go off-mic 

•   Put a slight pause between end of reading and “the 
Word of the Lord” – this should be spoken as two 
phrases: “The Word…of the Lord”. Do not begin 
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moving pages or the book until that phrase is 
completed 

•   Move ribbon to second reading 
•   Leave altar by side steps 

 
Second Reading 
•   After the Psalm, second lector can begin approaching 

altar 
•   Lector goes up center stairs 
•   Adjust microphone by grasping stem, not actual 

microphone 
•   Do not lean on Ambo – and try to avoid shifting from 

leg to leg 
•   Proclaim reading  

o   Speak loudly, clearly and slowly enough that 
words do not run together 

o   Use your index finger to keep track of where 
you are in the reading 

o   Look up from the book periodically and make 
eye contact with the congregation. Be careful 
not to turn your head too far to the sides as you 
will go off-mic 

•   Slight pause between end of reading and “the Word of 
the Lord” – which should be spoken as if two phrases 

•   After completing the reading, close the lectionary and 
put it on the shelf under the Ambo 

•   Exit using side stairs 
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Intercessions - read by 2nd lector if there is no deacon 
•   If there is a Creed, approach the Ambo during closing 

words of Creed (“One holy, catholic and apostolic 
church…”) and remain at foot of stairs on side of 
Ambo until Creed is finished. Once priest begins the 
invitation to prayer, go up to Ambo and take out the 
intercessions binder 

•   If there is no Creed, begin approach as priest starts the 
invitation to prayer and go immediately up to Ambo, 
using side stairs, and open intercessions binder 

•   Read all intercessions clearly, inserting pauses where 
marked – no need to lift hand to indicate response 
from congregation 

•   Read names of those who have recently died, then say 
“and for” and the name of person or persons for 
whom this Mass is intended. Do not insert “we pray” 
between those who have died and the Mass intentions 

•   Stay at the Ambo, without closing the binder, while 
the priest says the concluding prayer. Turn slightly 
towards priest as he says that prayer. Once he has 
concluded, close binder, replace it under Ambo and 
leave using side stairs 
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6:30 AM Procedures 
•   There is only one lector and no cantor / no singing at 

6:30 Mass 
•   Upon arrival, lector should review the responsorial 

psalm which is in the lectionary. 
•   At 6:25AM, read the Announcements from the Ambo, 

then return to pick up the Gospel Book for the 
procession 

•   Lector does all things mentioned as responsibilities of 
first lector 

•   After first reading, remain at Ambo to proclaim the 
responsorial psalm 

•   Read the response, then lift right arm so that the 
congregation will repeat the response 

•   Read the psalm, prompting for the response by raising 
right arm and also saying the response to lead them. 

•   After completing the responsorial psalm, remain at 
altar and do 2nd reading as in other Masses 

•   There should be a slight pause between the first 
reading and the psalm and then again between the 
psalm and the second reading 

•   If there is no deacon, lector will read the intercessions 
 

11:00 AM Procedures 
•   During the school year, 11 a.m. Mass will have a 

children’s catechist.  The catechist will process in 
with the Children’s Lectionary. Lector 1 walks side by 
side (on the left) with the catechist in the procession. 

•   Before the first reading, the Presider will invite the 
children to come forward.  The children’s catechist 
will lead them out to Valker Hall.  Lector 1 waits for 
them to leave before coming up to the ambo. 
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12:30 and 5 p.m. Sunday Mass 
•   There is only one lector at 12:30 and 5 p.m. Sunday, 

but there is a cantor.   
•   Note:  during the summer, there is no cantor at 12:30 

Mass.  So during the summer, the 12:30 lector 
reads the announcements and also leads the psalm 
response (like 6:30 Mass). 

•   Lector does all things mentioned as responsibilities of 
first lector 

•   After first reading, lector leaves Ambo using side 
stairs and sits in first pew, section 5 

•   After completion of responsorial hymn by the cantor, 
the lector goes back up to Ambo using center stairs 
and then follows normal procedures for second 
reading 

•   If there is no deacon, lector will read the intercessions. 
 
 
If you have difficulties with keeping your schedule, 
and you are unable to find a sub, do not hesitate to 
contact the coordinator for help!  
 
Thank you for answering the call to our wonderful Ministry! 
 

 


